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WHO WE ARE

THE VCM FOUNDATION’S creative vision is a simple one: 
we want to teach the world to sing. We passionately believe 
in the power of singing to bring communities together, to 
increase mental and physical health and wellbeing, and to 
act as a positive and inspirational force in society. Our role is 
to inspire others to sing and find their voice and we believe 
that this is best achieved through offering excellence both in 
performance and teaching.

HOW DO WE GO ABOUT ACHIEVING THIS SIMPLE YET ENORMOUS 
GOAL, AND WHY ARE WE WELL PLACED TO DO IT?

We were founded in 2006 at the same time as our vocal ensemble VOCES8, which 
has since become one of the world’s leading vocal groups. They were joined in 
2010 by Apollo5. Our two groups achieve world-beating standards of performance 
and are uniquely placed to educate, challenge and inspire singers young and old 
– and those who are not yet empowered to use their voices. Our range of activities 
goes beyond what our two ensembles are able to deliver themselves. The VCM 
Foundation comprises three spheres, each of which contributes to the task.

Education

The VCM Foundation’s education 
programmes reach 40,000 people a 
year all over the world, from primary-
aged children to adults, and from 
beginners to high level amateurs and 
semi-professionals. We work to develop 
singing skills, instil self-confidence and 
encourage creativity in a range of ways:

• The VOCES8 Method: an 
innovative teaching resource which 
builds basic skills for all singers

• Teacher training: ‘up-scaling’ our 
efforts by providing lasting skills to 
educators

• Young Leaders programme: training 
the musical leaders of tomorrow

• VOCES8 Scholars programme: 
A year-long programme of 
training and mentorships for 
young professional singers at the 
beginning of their careers

• Partner organisations: Teaming 
up with Music Hubs in the UK and 
other partner institutions in France, 
the USA and beyond to direct 
our efforts to where they are most 
needed

• Annual Summer School: A 
gathering of 150 singers for a week 
of intensive, joyful music-making

Performance

The VCM Foundation supports two 
world-class professional singing 
ensembles: VOCES8 and Apollo5. 
Between them, they perform up to 
200 full length concerts each year 
in Europe, the USA and Asia, and 
have directly inspired thousands 
of audience members through the 
power of live singing.

Our CD recordings have reached 
many thousands more, and our 
internet-based music video releases 
have over 10m total views. VOCES8 
and Apollo5 bring high-level 
singing to a growing international 
audience and offer a practical 
demonstration of the joy which 
vocal music can bring.

Community

The VCM Foundation’s home is 
The Gresham Centre; our hub 
for performance, outreach and 
education. It plays host to the VCM 
Foundation’s own ensembles, to 
visiting young singers from the UK 

and far beyond, and to local choirs. 
We are enormously proud of our 
London community – a diverse range 
of people who come through its 
doors to join together in song. VCM 
also works hard to benefit other 

communities around the world by 
bringing them music – communities 
just like your own. In 2017-18 VCM 
has been involved in community-
based singing projects in the UK, 
France and the USA. 
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minutes of viewing time on VCM’s YouTube channels

8.3 million
streams on Spotify 

15 million+

concerts and events 300+

students involved in education programmes

40,000+
visitors to events at the Gresham Centre

8,000+

concerts and education programmes in 

14 countries

views for our videos on Facebook 

7.4 million
primary schools in the UK

primary school children in the UK

160
7,300+

secondary schools in the UK

secondary school students in the UK

75
2,150+

LAST YEAR 
IN SUMMARY
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FROM OUR CEO

L OOKING BACK OVER the 
2017-18 season, I’m delighted 

to say that we can reflect on a 
tremendous year filled with world 
class performances by VOCES8 
and Apollo5. Alongside those 
performances we have worked 
tirelessly to deliver a wide ranging 
education and outreach programme, 
working in schools; with community 
singing activities; commissioning 
and developing new music and new 
resources; and striving to inspire the 
next generation of musicians – both 
those about to turn professional, and 
those who are taking their first steps 
into the world of music.

Some particular highlights for me 
include the resources for live music, 
to be used both on stage and in the 
classroom, that we have developed 
in the last year. With a new series 
of videos and sheet music being 
launched through our partnership 
with Edition Peters and with our own 
record label and website, we have 
published new works for choir, and 
begun to release a whole series of 
free online videos which help with 
everything from tuning a single chord 
to developing a creative improvisation 
with a class or choir. These are already 
proving very popular, and I’m thrilled 
that this work to share resources and 
inspire others to make music will 
continue next season.

Ongoing partnerships are critical 
for the VCM Foundation, and we are 
grateful to all those who collaborate 
with us in our work, helping us to 
continue reaching many students 
and teachers in need of our support. 
Launching a charity in the USA 
this year (www.vcmusa.org) has also 
seen us take further steps towards 
developing a team of supporters who 
can help us continue to make a real 
impact in the lives of those that we 
are able to make music with.  In what 
feels like increasingly uncertain times 
for the world, and for music education 
in that world, we are straining every 
sinew to provide as much impact 
as possible, not just because we are 
obliged by our charitable objectives to 
do so, but because we are driven by a 
passion to offer young musicians the 
same opportunities that we had when 
we were children. 

As we look to 2018-19, I’m excited 
to see us once again working with 
Music Hubs across the UK, including 
a special project in Hackney which 
will include a piece of research 
on the impact of music education 
in partnership with the Institute 
of Education, University College 
London. We will be launching our 
involvement with the MMus degree 
course at Cambridge University 
and launching a major programme 
of activity called Roots across 
Cambridgeshire in partnership with 
Cambridge University and Anglia 
Ruskin University, the Music Hub and 
the Cambridge Early Music Festival. 

We will be performing VCM events 
with VOCES8, Apollo5 and the 
VOCES8 Scholars in partnership 
with the Academy of Ancient 
Music at the Gresham Centre and 
Trinity College, Cambridge, and 
we will once again be running our 
International Festival and Summer 
School at Milton Abbey. Our work 
at the Gresham Centre in London 
also continues to grow, and we have 
ambitions to launch a London Season 
at our home in 2019-20.

I’m thrilled also that we will be 
premiering my new work, Dunelm Lux 
Aeterna in Durham Cathedral with 
VOCES8 and 150 local children who 
both helped to write the music and 
will also be performing, and that we 
will be leading massed singing events 
across the UK, France, Germany, 
Japan and the USA with VOCES8 
and Apollo5.  Alongside our live 
events, we will also be releasing a 
series of recordings through 2019 
on Decca Classics and our own 
label, VCM Records. Enchanted Isle 
(VOCES8), O Radiant Dawn (Apollo5) 
and Reflections (Paul Smith with 
VOCES8, Apollo5, the VOCES8 
Scholars, Neil Valentine and 2500 
singers) will all be released in 2019.

In somewhat turbulent times, 
I’m happy to say that the VCM 
Foundation is in a financially sound 
state, with a team of trustees who 
provide constant support. I am deeply 
proud of all the members of the VCM 
Foundation team, who give so much 
of their time and talent to enriching 
the world and the lives of others. We 
are incredibly grateful to all those 
who, in a wide variety of ways, enable 
us to do what we care about most: 
inspiring people through music. 

PAUL SMITH 
Chief Executive
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FROM OUR ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

I AM EXCITED TO report that 
the 2017/18 season saw pleasing 

growth for the VCM performance 
ensembles. As part of its extensive 
annual touring programme, 
VOCES8 made debuts in Mexico 
and Singapore, gave live broadcast 
concerts on BBC Radio 3 and a 
number of European and American 
broadcasting outlets, enjoyed 
exciting collaborations with world-
renowned musicians including Jacob 
Collier, Rachel Podger and Jonathan 
Dove, and released the album 
Equinox which features a number 
of new commissions and premiere 
recordings.

The group’s video releases have also 
continued to receive praise from a 
global audience and drive the brand 
forward on the international stage. 
Clare outlines Apollo5’s exciting 
season, debuts and plans for 2019 
on page 8. Paul’s performance 
career also flourished with the 
development of his show Reflections, a 
transformative set of keyboard, vocal 
and string music offering featuring 
roles to many individuals from within 
the VCM fold.

Our season wraps up each year with 
the Milton Abbey International Music 
Festival, run fully this year for the first 
time by the VCM team. Combining 
a summer school (consisting of 150 
resident participants who come 
from across the globe) with a world 
class music festival is a lovely way 
to bring all the various facets of the 
Foundation together at the end of the 
season. It also offers us the chance 
to host guest artists, and this year we 
enjoyed concerts in collaboration with 
Rachel Podger, Robert Hollingworth 
and the Academy of Ancient Music.

Looking ahead to the 2018/19 season 
there is much to be excited about, 
and VOCES8, Apollo5 and Paul are 
all finishing albums that are due for 
release in 2019. The foundation is 
preparing to present a live streamed 
concert of Handel’s Messiah which will 
see the forces of VOCES8, Apollo5 
and the VOCES8 Scholars combine 
to collaborate with the Academy 
of Ancient Music under my baton. 
VOCES8 also begins its association 
with the University of Cambridge, and 
will be teaching as part of the new 
MMus Choral Pathway. We are also 

taking the VCM brand further afield 
than ever before as VOCES8 makes 
its debut in Australia with concerts in 
Sydney (Opera House), Melbourne and 
Adelaide. New horizons also include 
commissions for new compositions, 
and Jonathan Dove will be writing for 
VOCES8 as part of the Composer-
in-Residence scheme. Once again we 
will be closing the season with Milton 
Abbey and stretching the boundaries 
here too, with three live streamed 
concerts with guests including the 
Academy of Ancient Music for Bach’s 
St John Passion, and the Senesino 
Players for the UK premiere of Taylor 
Davis’s Magnificat, Bruch’s Violin 
Concerto, Sibelius’s Karelia Suite, 
Mozart’s Overture to the Magic Flute and 
Haydn’s Creation.

There is always so much more to 
say than can ever be written in a 
summarising note such as this; I 
encourage you all to find out everything 
by coming and joining in! Thanks as 
always to all those who support us; we 
couldn’t do it without you.

BARNABY SMITH
Artistic Director
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APOLLO5 

I T IS ALWAYS useful to look back 
at the year that has passed and 

doing so often takes me by surprise. 
When I am in the midst of planning 
and delivering Apollo5’s work I am in 
the moment or looking ahead. I know 
that Apollo5 has had a great year 
and continues to go from strength to 
strength; however looking back I can 
reflect on and quantify that progress. 

Over the past year Apollo5 has 
performed widely in the UK, in ten 
counties from Devon to Cumbria. 
In Europe the group toured in 
Sardinia, mainland Italy, France, 
the Netherlands and gave a world 
premiere performance on a debut 
visit to Germany, in Heidelberg. 
Further afield Apollo5 had a month 
long first tour in the USA, performing 
in nine different States. Here at home 
in London the group had a repeat 
invitation to perform at the London A 
Cappella Festival. We continue to feel 
blessed that we rehearse and perform 
regularly at the Gresham Centre and 
a particular highlight was the VCM 
annual Christmas concert where 
we performed the Bach Magnificat 
alongside VOCES8 and the VOCES8 
Scholars under Barney’s baton. 

This year we had an amazing time 
recording our new album, ‘O Radiant 
Dawn’ at the Gresham Centre. We 
spent a wonderful week with Dave 
Rowell as recording engineer and 
Paul as producer recording between 

787 Dreamliners overhead, and we 
are very pleased with the results. We 
are looking forward to the release 
on VCM Records, in May 2019. The 
group also filmed some promotional 
videos for the launch of the album in 
the photogenic surroundings of the 
Gresham Centre. The recording fun 
didn’t stop there. Members of Apollo5 
were involved in creating video 
resources for the Tido Music app 
which is being developed by Edition 
Peters. This was also filmed in the 
Gresham Centre.

Alongside all the concert tours and 
recording projects Apollo5 continued 
to help deliver VCM’s education 
programme. Our time was spent 
working on ongoing long term 
projects such as those in Sheringham 
Primary School, Newham which aims 
to change the culture of the school 
and make it a ‘singing school’. This 
is in its third year now supported 
by the Worshipful Company of 
Plaisterers. Other long term work 
includes the Henley Schools singing 
project, supported by the Henley 
Educational Trust; The Friday 
Afternoons Project at Snape Maltings; 
Young Leader Projects with The 
City of London School for Girls and 
Bradfield College; projects with the 
London boroughs of Hackney, Tower 
Hamlets and Newham; leading Big 
Sing celebration events with Rugby 
School and also Nottingham Music 
Hub; and Apollo5’s Musical Adventure 

series at the Gresham Centre. New 
partnerships or first visits included 
the Radley School close harmony day; 
the David Ross Education Trust school 
choir project; the United Learning 
project - performing the premiere of a 
new work by Alexander L’Estrange in 
London at Southwark Cathedral, and 
in Manchester at the RNCM; Durham 
Vocal Festival Ensemble in Residence; 
and the first Gresham Centre Festival 
Week in November 2017. In France 
Apollo5 led projects with Festival de 
la Vézère in the south west of France 
and Vervins in northern France.

The year ahead looks even more 
packed with exciting adventures! 
Highlights include the release of ‘O 
Radiant Dawn’ and also ‘Reflections’, 
with Paul Smith, Neil Valentine and 
myself as soloist; a debut performance 
in Dublin at the Irish International’s 
A Cappella Festival; a debut tour 
to Poland in September; concerts 
around France and Germany with 
six French education projects; a 
visit to Dubai and a Young Leader 
project - part of the new Roots 
partnership with VCM, Cambridge 
University, Anglia Ruskin University, 
Cambridgeshire Music and the 
Cambridge Early Music Festival.

As ever, thank you for your support. 
We look forward to seeing you in 2019.

CLARE STEWART
Musical Director, Apollo5
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VOCES8 – A YEAR IN PICTURES

A GUARDIAN ANGEL BBC RADIO 3 IN TUNE

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT, 
STRASBOURG

FESTIVAL LA FOLLE 
JOURNÉE, NANTES

ABBEY ROAD STOCKHOLM GRESHAM CENTRE

MPR STUDIOS

WITH GARETH MALONE QUINCY UNIVERSITY, ILLINOIS

HELSINGBORG FESTIVAL, 
SWEDEN

SUTTON VALENCE CHOIR

BRADFIELD GREEKER

MILTON ABBEY

MILTON ABBEY

SINGAPORE GRESHAM CENTRE

GRESHAM CENTRE

9

GDANSK PHILADELPHIA METZ ARSENALE

C
on

rad
 E

rb

REDON FESTIVAL, FRANCE

JM
 N

iron

Lib
b

y



EDUCATION

M ANY OF YOU will be aware 
of the very worrying decline 

in music in schools. Indeed, the 
decline in all arts subjects. It is not a 
problem unique to the UK, but it is 
reaching crisis point. Recent news of 
the significant drop in the number 
of teachers training to teach music in 
secondary schools – a 63% drop in 10 
years1 – is another worrying element 
in a situation that will not be resolved 
quickly. 

For many primary schools, projects 
with music organisations such as VCM 
are the only musical opportunities 
the children will receive. For those 
with head teachers who understand 
the value of music and the arts, a 
VCM singing project brings the 
opportunity to work and perform with 
inspirational professional singers and 
in London, visit the Gresham Centre 
for a workshop and concert. Projects 
with secondary schools can be more 
challenging as even those schools with 
good music programmes are reluctant 
to allow GCSE and A level pupils 
time out of lessons for opportunities 
outside the core curriculum.

We work in all kinds of schools and 
see the challenges teachers face first 
hand. We also see what benefits 
singing can have for children, young 
people, teachers, carers, and indeed 

our own singing leaders. These 
benefits are apparent not only in our 
school based projects, but also in our 
community work. Adult participation 
continues to grow and in 2017 Voices 
Now undertook a choral census to try 
and gain an idea of just how many 
choirs were active in the UK. They 
found over 40,000 choirs but felt there 
were in fact many more. According 
to their report that equates to over 2 
million people singing in choirs.2

Further afield, initiatives such 
as Singing Brussels – which is 
aimed at uniting people from all 
walks of life, bringing together 
children, parents, grandparents, 
people from diverse cultures 
and backgrounds – continues to 
grow and each year participants 
join a family of singers who work 
with Paul toward an inspirational 
performance at Bozar.

What draws so many people to 
singing together? Certainly the social 
aspect, a sense of belonging, the 
opportunity to be part of something 
creative, something bigger than 
ourselves and then there are the 
health benefits. Singing is good for 
our brain and our body! It exercises 
our mind and our body and is 

especially beneficial for improving 
breathing and posture. It can also 
improve our sense of happiness and 
well-being, and there is even some 
evidence that singing may also boost 
our immune system through reducing 
the stress hormone cortisol.

Unfortunately, VCM cannot single-
handedly solve the crisis in music 
education in the UK or convince 
every head teacher and government 
minister of the benefits singing can 
provide for schools. We can however, 
reach thousands of children and 
young people, train teachers and 
continue to model best practice 
in every project we deliver. Our 
talented, passionate team of singers 
are meeting, leading and singing with 
people around the world helping 
to share the wonderful impact that 
singing can have and make the family 
of singers even larger.

As you read through our Annual 
Review you will find more information 
about our work and case studies from 
2017-2018 that exemplify some of the 
best outcomes singing can provide.

ANN WRIGHT
Director of Education

1 https://bit.ly/2PnUAON
2 https://bit.ly/2SwHn6Q
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‘‘I really enjoyed taking part in the project and I know that my class really benefited from the 
experience. The musical skills that they developed through the project will also be useful 
for learning in other areas of the curriculum. There are valuable links to be made with other 
curricular learning through developing such a creative response using singing so I will certainly 
be doing this again. It was a really fun and kinaesthetic approach to teaching new language 
(particularly appropriate for the majority of pupils who speak English as an additional language). 
I will be doing this kind of work with children as part of their literacy units of learning next year.’

Year 2 Classroom Teacher, Tower Hamlets

A WINDOW INTO OUR UK EDUCATION PROJECTS 

Each of our education projects involves teacher training. Whether this training is a twilight session for 
classroom teachers, a day focussing on particular skills, or more in-depth work across an academic year, 
VCM seeks to support all teachers to develop their skills and confidence in leading singing.

Primary Schools

Many primary schools in 
the UK do not have a music 
teacher, even one who visits 
the school once a week. 
This means the classroom 
teachers are obliged to teach 
a class music lesson, and one 
member of staff is usually 
assigned the role of leading a 
weekly singing assembly.

For most classroom 
teachers this is something 
they worry about; they 
lack both the confidence 
and skills to comfortably 
lead singing. Once they 
are given some training, 
resources and support, 
these teachers can not only 
lead singing successfully 
but also begin exploring 
how singing can help 
across the curriculum.

‘The warm-ups have inspired 
my own music lessons.’

Year 1 Classroom Teacher, 
Hackney 

‘This has shown me great 
things I can use in school 
for music like warm ups 
for music assemblies and 
creative performances.’

Year 5 Classroom Teacher, 
Newham

‘It is helping me to work in a 
different way – more creative 
for the children.’

Year 4 Classroom Teacher, 
Newham

Secondary Schools

For secondary schools the 
difficulty is often building 
a choir. If a school does 
not have a tradition of 
ensemble singing or 
if the music teacher is 
not comfortable leading 
singing, it will struggle to 
develop singing.

‘My students have 
developed so much with 
their confidence, repertoire 
and vocal range.’

Secondary Academy Head 
of Music, Grimsby

‘Gave me confidence to 
deliver and work with 
singers – as a ‘non’ singer.’

Secondary School Head of 
Music, Lincolnshire

‘I’d like to thank you again 
for running such a brilliant 
project. As I’ve mentioned 
before, music has not 
historically been popular 
here, and for many of the 
boys, music does not feature 
in their life outside of school 
either. I’ve been here for a 
year now, trying to inspire 
pupils to engage more with 
music, and this project has 
made a huge difference.’

Secondary School Music 
Teacher, London

TEACHER TRAINING

11



CASE STUDY

S IR THOMAS ABNEY is fortunate 
to have a music teacher, Stewart 

Wilkinson. Singing, however was 
something that Stewart was not 
confident with. Hackney Music 
Service suggested that working with 
VCM would help. We began with a 
project for children in Year 1 and 
worked with both Stewart and the 
Year 1 teachers so that they could 
continue using the VOCES8 Method, 
warm-ups and songs we taught the 
Year 1 children. 

By the end of our second year with 
the school Stewart was reporting a 
vast improvement in singing, not only 
with children in Years 1 and 2 but also 
across the school. Seeing the younger 
children singing enthusiastically, 
many of the older children became 
more engaged in singing assemblies 
and Stewart had established a school 
choir which was growing. 

Summer Term 2018 saw VCM working 
not only with a new group of Year 
1 children at the school, but also 
starting a young leader programme 
for children in Year 5. These children 
would become singing ambassadors 
and help Stewart in singing 

assemblies further encouraging 
singing across the school. Stewart 
chose 11 children – six girls and five 
boys. Four of these children were 
eligible for free school meals. All 
enjoyed singing and were excited at 
the prospect of leading a workshop 
for younger children in their school. 
We began to prepare for this 
workshop which would take place at 
the Gresham Centre when the young 
leaders would join Apollo5 as official 
singing leaders. 

Initially several of the children 
struggled with low self-esteem and 
in one case, difficulty working with 
his peers. However, with regular 
encouragement, building a culture of 
team-work and learning from each 
other, as well as three children who 
shone in terms of their patience, 
kindness, and willingness to support 
their team mates, these children were 
soon ready to lead.

The workshop day demonstrated what 
a positive impact the Young Leader 
Programme can have. The Young 
Leaders were thrilled to be part of the 
Apollo5 singing leader team and took 
their roles very seriously.

When not leading a warm-up or 
teaching a song, they were standing 
with the Year 1 children participating 
in the workshop, supporting the 
little ones and praising their singing. 
Perhaps the most moving moment 
of the day came when one of the 
girls who struggled most with low 
self-esteem finished teaching the 
children a song with her team mate. 
As she made her way back to her 
place amongst the Year 1 children she 
whispered, ‘I did it! I was so worried. 
I can’t wait to tell my Mum I did it!’

‘Amongst the Year 5 Young 
Leaders there are children 
who have experienced 
troubled home lives and 
particular behaviours have 
presented themselves in 
school. To see the same 
children in this setting with 
the training that Ann has 
done – what an amazing 
transformation! I’m going to 
ensure their parents see what 
they did today. Thank you!’

Stewart Wilkinson

SIR THOMAS ABNEY SCHOOL,
STOKE NEWINGTON

VCM BEGAN WORKING with Sir Thomas 
Abney School in 2016. A primary school in 
north west Hackney, Sir Thomas Abney has 
398 pupils and is situated in an area where 
some of ‘the most 10% deprived residents 
nationally live alongside the least 10% 
deprived’.* 

CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL 
EDUCATIONAL NEEDS (SEN)

19.6% Sir Thomas Abney

12.2% English Primary Schools

CHILDREN ELIGIBLE FOR FREE 
SCHOOL MEALS (FSM)

39.6% Sir Thomas Abney

24.3% English Primary Schools

CHILDREN WHOSE FIRST 
LANGUAGE IS NOT ENGLISH

59.0% Sir Thomas Abney

21.3% English Primary Schools

* Source: Understanding Hackney’s economy – A focus on 
deprivation, unemployment and benefits.

 https://bit.ly/2s9pSy2
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CASE STUDY

I N 2016 the Eastern Mennonite 
High School Tour Choir visited 

the UK and joined Apollo5 at the 
Gresham Centre for a workshop and 
concert with 90 year 1 children from 
Sheringham Community School in 
Newham. The children were treated 
to a performance by this wonderful 
choir and the teenagers joined in the 
workshop with Apollo5.

Each group learned a little about the 
other and the students from EMHS 
were amazed to learn that among all 
the children at Sheringham School, 
over 90 languages were spoken. And 
so a new tradition was established: 
each time the EMHS Tour Choir 
visits the UK they join the VCM 
Foundation at the Gresham Centre 
and meet children from London. 

June 2018 saw what was a 
particularly special visit, with a 
morning bringing 80 year 4 children 
from Newham together to work with 
Apollo5, meet and perform for staff 
and parents from EMHS, but also 
an afternoon workshop and concert 
with Paul, VOCES8, the EMHS Tour 
Choir and the choir from the City of 
London Academy, Shoreditch Park 
(CoLA Shoreditch Park) followed by 
an evening concert. 

VCM began working with CoLA 
Shoreditch Park in January 2018. A 
new academy school, it opened in 
September 2017 in a temporary site 
with its first cohort of year 7 pupils. 
An initial project with the girls of 
the school choir and Apollo5 gave 
the Foundation the opportunity to 

meet and work with the school’s 
excellent music teacher, Hannah-
Claire Cameron. Hannah is building 
a dynamic music programme at 
the school and VCM will work with 
singers at the school as it continues 
to grow.

The June event was the first time 
the choir from CoLA Shoreditch 
Park had heard VOCES8. As the 
ensemble began to sing, looks 
of awe and pleasure spread from 
face to face before CoLA and 
EMHS Tour Choir joined in to 
sing with the group. Afterward, 
Hannah asked if I’d seen their 
faces remarking, ‘this is what it is 
all about. It’s why I do this job.’

So many of us take for granted 
our experiences of hearing world-
renowned ensembles live in concert. 
If we sing or play an instrument we 
have also probably performed with 
groups of talented musicians in 
lovely venues.

For many young people however, 
these opportunities are not easily 
accessible. To be able to hear 
VOCES8, sing with them, meet the 
singers and perform with the group 
in concert was an incredibly special 
experience for the CoLA Shoreditch 
Park singers.

Importantly, it also showed them 
that they too can attend and be part 
of wonderful ensemble singing in 
London. The Gresham Centre is 

for all singers no matter where they 
are from, and all the Foundation’s 
singers – indeed the full VCM team 
– are committed to encouraging and 
supporting young singers from all 
backgrounds. 

With the help of St Vedast which 
kindly provided space for the 
teenagers to have a pizza supper, 
the young singers from Hackney 
and Harrisonburg, Virginia came 
together to eat and discovered over 
supper that despite their different 
communities and experiences they 
had all learned to sing some of the 
same songs in school.

While their teachers chatted 
and looked on, the pizza supper 
moved from gradually getting 
to know one another to an 
impromptu performance of 
these songs. Staff from both 
schools were visibly moved.

That evening parents of the 
singers from Hackney joined VCM 
supporters for a concert by VOCES8 
and both choirs. Our community 
grew that day as did that of the 
students and adults from EMHS 
and CoLA.

At a time when the world is 
becoming more divided and 
inequality continues growing in 
the UK, singing brought two very 
different groups of young people 
together and showed them what is 
possible.

BRINGING YOUNG PEOPLE TOGETHER 
THROUGH SINGING 

EVERY YEAR DURING their American 
Tour, VOCES8 visits the Eastern Mennonite 
High School (EMHS) and congregation 
in Harrisonburg, Virginia. With a strong 
tradition of singing and a warm, welcoming 
community, this is a favourite tour stop for 
the group.
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V CM BEGAN WORKING with 
the Festival de la Vézère in 2015. 

With generous support from Vivendi, 
singers from Apollo5 and VOCES8 
have visited Uzerche and Brive in 
south west France to lead singing 
workshops with over 300 children and 
their teachers each year. Each project 
concludes with a concert for parents 
and guests. 

In 2018 the Foundation evaluated the 
project to assess its impact on the 
children. Teachers and headteachers 
felt that the project helped develop the 
children’s confidence and in the case of 
Uzerche, had a positive impact on the 
community as a whole. The results of 
the evaluation support this feedback. 
Children agreed that they were 
proud of what they had achieved and 
statements from the youngest children 
included ‘I can be myself’ pointing to a 
real sense of inclusion and well-being.

The Participants

• 160 children from the middle 
school and primary school in 
Uzerche

• 60 children from the middle school 
in Objat

• 30 children from a middle school 
in Brive

• 50 children who attend the social 
centres in Brive, many of whom 
come from deprived backgrounds

Key Themes from the Evaluation

Three themes emerged from 
the children’s responses to the 
questionnaires:

•  developing confidence

•  enjoyment

•  learning and skills

These were then grouped into two 
categories: well-being and learning.

FESTIVAL DE LA VÉZÈRE 
A snapshot from VCM’s work in France

IN THEIR OWN WORDS

In response to the question, ‘que pensez-vous avoir appris 
du projet’ the children’s responses included:

‘I learned to sing better 
than before and I had fun in 
the concert.’

12 year old boy, Uzerche

‘I found out I could sing 
just being myself and that 
even in front of 600 people 
I could sing.’

9 year old girl, Uzerche

‘It allowed me to discover 
songs in English.’

10 year old girl, Uzerche

‘I learned that I could have 
confidence in myself.’

10 year old girl, Uzerche

‘You don’t need to be afraid 
to sing in public.’

11 year old girl, Uzerche

‘Teamwork and musical 
expression.’

12 year old girl, Brive

‘To sing in English.’

9 year old boy, Uzerche

CHILDREN FROM THE SOCIAL CENTRES

Children from these centres are aged 6 to 10. Some speak 
French as a second language and many are from deprived 
backgrounds. An analysis of the drawings and words used 
by the children uncovered two main themes:

• well-being

• enjoyment

Words most often used by the children with their drawings 
were: Happy, calm, and smile.

Several children wrote, ‘I can be myself.’ This is a very 
encouraging response and speaks to the benefits of singing 
for the well-being of those participating.

Staff from the social centres all indicated that the children 
were happily engaged in the workshops. The singers noted 
a large improvement in the children’s singing and in their 
ability to focus during workshops. 

VCM continues to work with the Festival de la Vézère 
and a new school from the town of Allassac will join the 
project in 2019.

Well-being

Enjoyment

Developing 
confidence

New experiences 
including 

performing for a 
large audience 

and working 
with professional 

singers

Learning

Singing in 
English

Developing 
singing skills
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VOCES8 SCHOLARS

D EDICATED TO SUPPORTING 
promising young singers with an 

interest in choral and small ensemble 
singing, the Foundation awards eight 
annual choral scholarships each year 
through the VOCES8 Scholars initiative. 
Launched in 2015 as a residential week 
and part of the annual VOCES8 Summer 
School at Milton Abbey School, Dorset, 
the programme now consists of a 
series of training and performance 
opportunities across the year.

Our aim is to develop versatile and 
rounded young artists equipped with 
the skills they need to succeed at 
the beginning of their professional 
careers. The singers work closely 
with current and former members 
of VOCES8. The small number 
of singers chosen each year has a 
number of benefits:

•  Each singer develops a high degree 
of personal responsibility and 
autonomy;

•  The make-up of the group exactly 
matches that of VOCES8, leading to 
highly specialised coaching with the 
ensemble;

•  Scholars are mentored by a 
member of VOCES8.

The training provided falls into six 
main areas:

• training in ensemble skills from 
current and former members of 
VOCES8

• coaching from other industry 
professionals

•  mentoring and developing personal 
skills

• performance opportunities as a 
group and with other professionals

• training in how to lead workshops 
and outreach work

•  the programme can be tailored 
according to the needs of each 
individual

• observing the work of VOCES8, 
Apollo5 and other high level 
professionals

• helping to lead outreach work with 
schools and community groups

A number of past scholars have gone 
on to become members of VOCES8, 
Apollo5 and the wider VCM team 
including: soprano Emily Owen 
(2015-2016) who began singing 
with Apollo5 in 2017, tenor Jacob 
Ewens (2016-2017) who now sings 
with Apollo5, and soprano Laurel 
Neighbour (2016-2017) who regularly 
leads VCM education projects in 
schools and with community choirs. 
Alto Katie Jeffries-Harris (2017-2018) 
successfully auditioned for VOCES8 
and began singing full-time with the 
group in September 2018.
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VCM RECORDS

VCM RECORDS is the recording arm of the VCM Foundation and was set up in 2008 to 
support the aims of the Foundation.  The label releases recordings from VOCES8 and Apollo5, 
along with other project-based recordings to support the Foundation’s ongoing work. For a 
full discography visit vcm.foundation/vcm-records 

EQUINOX

January 2018 was a landmark month for our label as VOCES8 released 
their album ‘Equinox’, which reached No.1 in the UK specialist classical 
chart. The disc features music by VOCES8’s composer-in-residence 
Jonathan Dove including his song cycle The Passing of the Year with the 
composer at the piano, alongside a cappella works contrasting the cycles 
of the seasons alongside the Church year.

O RADIANT DAWN

O Radiant Dawn, released 31 May 2019, is the new album from Apollo5. 
From sacred music to pastoral, folk and spiritual repertoire, they choose 
to explore the human journey through birth, love, struggle, the end of 
life and reflection. The album includes works by composers such as 
Byrd, Pérotin, Monteverdi, MacMillan, Schumann and Finzi. The playlist 
also features arrangements written especially for Apollo5 and new 
commissions from contemporary composers such as Alexander Levine 
and Fraser Wilson.

REFLECTIONS

Reflections is an immersive, interactive experience created by Paul Smith 
to be performed with strings, piano, electronics and voices. This genre-
bending album draws inspiration from plainchant to lullabies, African 
songs to early opera and contemporary choral music. The album was 
recorded with Paul’s frequent musical collaborator Neil Valentine, and 
features Apollo5, VOCES8, the VOCES8 Scholars and a massed virtual 
choir of 2,500 voices. Reflections will be released on 2 August 2019. 

ENCHANTED ISLE

VOCES8 will also continue their hugely successful 
collaboration with Decca Classics with the release of 
a new album, Enchanted Isle, in January 2019. 
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Income Expenditure Net Income Funds Balance at 
Year-End
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ACCOUNTS SUMMARY
For the Year Ended 31 August 2018.

EXPENDITURE

2016

2018

2017

2016

Concert Fees & CD Sales

Trips & Education

Donation & Gifts

Grants

Gresham Centre

2017

2018

£455,417

£58,259

£56,660
£25,646

£171,069

INCOME SOURCES

£42,400 £40,754

£96,944

£220,896

£476,126

£572,295

£251,242

£121,788

£1,500

£51,328
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HOW CAN YOU HELP?

DURING OUR 2017-18 season the VCM Foundation raised 
just under one million pounds to further its charitable aims. 
By far the largest part of this income came from professional 
concert fees generated by our two professional ensembles, 
demonstrating the enduring appeal of their music making to 
a wide audience.

OVER THE NEXT THREE SEASONS THE VCM FOUNDATION AIMS TO 
GROW ITS INCOME TO £1.5M.

We will use this money to...

• Continue to deliver our programme 
of world class performance from 
our two professional groups.

• Inspire future professionals 
through our VOCES8 Scholars 
programme, and by coaching 
young ensembles at schools and 
universities.

• Become a leader for resources, 
research, methodology and training 
by creating high-quality audio, 
visual and downloadable content to 
be offered free or at low cost.

• Continue to develop the Gresham 
Centre as a centre for excellence 
and outreach by completing 
physical renovations and by 
further developing and promoting 
our annual activities at the Centre.

• Widen the scope of our 
aspirational and inclusive outreach 
programme by cementing existing 
partnerships and forging new long 
term, sustainable relationships 
with like-minded Music Hubs, 
festivals, concert halls and 
churches.

To turn these ambitions into reality we 
will in large part rely on the generosity 
of individuals who share our love of vocal 
music and our ambition to make it universal.
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Here are some ways 
in which you could 

make a tangible, 
practical difference 
to our work across 
our three strands:

WHAT DO WE NEED TO SUCCEED?

Performance

Sponsor the production of one or 
more online music videos from 
VOCES8 or Apollo5.

Sponsor a part or all of the 
Foundation’s annual staff 
professional development 
programme. 

Fund a member of the 
VOCES8 Scholars for one year, 
including their travel, tuition 
and accommodation when 
working with VOCES8, as well 
as the Foundation’s associated 
administration costs.

Become an annual sponsor or part-
sponsor of a singer in VOCES8 or 
Apollo5. Choose to have your name 
included in the group’s biography 
and printed materials; enjoy 
personal invitations to concerts 
and access to the group; and help 
further a young singer’s career 
by contributing to their training 
opportunities throughout their time 
with the VCM Foundation.

Education

Enable us to commission further 
research, through our partnership 
with the Institute of Education, into 
the benefits of singing for the whole 
community.

Make a gift to support our creation of 
education resources, such as a new 
composition, online video or edition 
for our Resource Centre.

Donate to our general education 
fund to support one of our series 
of VOCES8 Method Workshops, 
Young Leader’s Programmes or 
Teacher Training workshops. We will 
also gratefully accept gifts to fund a 
specific project and would be happy 
to discuss this with you in more detail.

Community

Sponsor a concert in the Gresham 
Centre’s annual programme of events. 

Fund a VCM-led workshop in your 
own community.
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THANK YOU!

WE WOULD LIKE to extend a heartfelt Thank You to 
everyone listed on these pages who has supported us 
throughout the past year.

This booklet contains examples of people whose lives have 
been immeasurably improved by being introduced to the joys 
of singing through the work of the VCM Foundation; and 
there are many, many more like them. This would not have 
been possible without your generous help.

VCM FRIENDS

Cognoscente

Annie Cygler
Anonymous
Chris and Linda Haines
Katie & Colin Johnson
Matthew & Libbi Johnson
Adrian Melrose

Aficionado

Nick Brown
Helene Cox
Daniel & Katherine Creamer
Ian Garner
Mikael Georgii
Bill Grose
Mr & Mrs Mark Holford
Ian Stewart
Judy Stewart
Stephanie Walker
Ilana Wigfield
Judith Wilson

Under 30 Friend

Marlene Bast
Miriam Laycock
Sofia Laycock
Sophie Madden
Imogen Melrose
Clara Melrose
Jonathan Meyns
Lenia Marie Störbrauck

Supporter

Derek Bailey
Annabelle Baird
Thorsten Bast
Neil Caplan
Nelleke Dansen
Patrick Fagan
Lyn Gage
Jayne Gould
Christopher Halliday
Katie Hanson
Lucy Hart
Tom Holliday
Kathryn & Tom Mangold
Peter Maxwell-Brown
Graham & Penny Merriam
Petra & Peter Moelders
Richard Munro
Libby Percival
Chris & Caroline Thompson
Helena Tinker
Carol Ward
Janet Wardle
John Wardle
Tony Willenbruch

Friend

Genevieve Aubert
Jeremy Badcock
Howard Christopher
Nicola Colchester
Jill Copenhagen
Penny & Michael Craven
Nigel & Claire Cutts
Hywel Davies
Friederike & Frank-uwe Dill
Muff Dudgeon
Helena Durham
Alyson Elliman
Garth Emrich
Louise Follin
Tony Glazebrook
Yvonne Hutzler
David & Jan John
Guy Laycock
Anne Le Feuvre
Carl Leaf
Ursula Lehmkueler
Rowena Mitchell
Kinga Rytel-Laycock
Mary Spencer
Jilly Steventon & Chas Pell
David and Wendy Veasey
Nick Viner
Chris Wardle
Alan Wilbourn
Stefan Winterstein
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THE MERCHANT 
TAYLORS' COMPANY

The Foundation would like to thank the 
members of the VCM100 for helping us to further 
our outreach work with children and young 
people, whilst crucially ensuring that our unique 
education programme remains sustainable:

We are grateful for the financial support 
of the following organisations:

VCM 100

Vernon Anderson, 
in memory of Beryl Anderson

David Bradley

John Brookes

Peter & Annette Dart

Dr Andrew Duncombe

Richard Harris, on behalf of the L.G. 
Harris Trust

Sarah & Mark Holford

Alison & Ed King

Lord Lisvane KCB DL & The 
Reverend Lady Lisvane

Mr & Mrs Peregrine Massey

Adrian Melrose

Emma Nixon & Phil Hallwood

Lord Northampton

Anne & John Smith

Eleanor Wardle

Gilly & Iain Webb-Wilson
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THE TEAM

VCM UK

Paul Smith CEO

Barnaby Smith Artistic Director

Chris Wardle Director of External Relations

Clare Stewart Artistic Director of Apollo5

Jan Keliris Director of the Gresham Centre

Ann Wright Director of Education

Thomas Webb-Wilson Foundation Administrator

Louise Hughes VOCES8 Project Development

SINGING AND EDUCATION LEADERS

Harry Bennett

Charlotte Brosnan

Emily Dickens

Jacob Ewens

Alex Haigh

Laurel Neighbour

Emily Owen

Laura Rodrigez-Lopes

Neil Valentine

TRUSTEES

Roy Blackwell, Chair

Sally Cantello

William Conner

Peter Dart

Sarah Holford

John Smith

Duncan Souster

William Wallace

Ellie Wardle

VOCES8

Andrea Halsey

Eleonore Cockerham

Barnaby Smith

Katie Jeffries Harris

Sam Dressel

Blake Morgan

Chris Moore

Jonathan Pacey

APOLLO5

Clare Stewart

Penelope Appleyard

Josh Cooter

Oliver Martin-Smith

Greg Link
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